
 

One of many possible methods (not recommended for casual partnerships) presented by Mike Savage

The basic structure of a method to handle slamish minor-suited hands after a 2NT or 2C-2D-2NT opener:

      To show a hand with one minor suit and slam interest (with a decent 6+ card suit) 

            Bid 3S, a relay forcing opener to bid 3NT and then bid: 

4C= Showing a long Diamond suit, almost always with slam interest

4D = 1st step response showing no fit/interest (any "fit" has some interest)

4H = 2nd step and is RKC for diamonds, showing whatever your lowest step shows

            4S = 3rd step and is RKC for diamonds, showing whatever your next step shows
            4NT = 4th step and is the RKC response that shows two controls w/o the trump queen
            5C = 5th step and is the RKC response that shows two controls and the trump queen 
4D = Showing a long Club suit, almost always with slam interest


4H = 1st step response showing no fit/interest (any “fit” has some interest)

4S, 4NT, 5C & 5D = All are Roman Key-Card responses with clubs as trumps
     To show a hand with two minor suits and slam interest:

            1. With 5-5 in the minors (could be 6-5 or even 5-4) and a stiff or void 

     Bid 3S, the relay forcing opener to bid 3NT and then bid:


            4H = Showing a stiff or void heart and both minors


             4S = Showing a stiff or void spade and both minors

                                 4NT response to either = To play



         5C or 5D = Shows a fit and possibly/probably mild slam interest

            2.   With 4-4 in the minors (could be 5-4) and no stiff or void bid:

                     Bid 3S, the relay forcing opener to bid 3NT and then bid:



    4NT = Showing both minors, no shortness but with some slam interest




   Pass = No interest




   5C or 5D = Shows a fit and possibly/probably mild slam interest
Other Options
     An immediate 4S over 2NT also shows 4-4 in the minors but it seems like the immediate jump to 4S should show interest in a grand slam since number 2 above shows both minors (usually 4-4), no shortness with only interest in a small slam. After a jump to 4S: 5C or 5D would set trumps while also being RKC for the minor bid, 4NT would show no fit and a minimum and 5NT would show no fit and a maximum.

     Since 2N-3S forces 3NT, you could use that sequence for the simple notrump raise and that would free up 2NT-3NT, the direct raise, to mean something else. One possible usage would be to show a slam invitational hand with any 4-4-4-1 distribution. Opener would be forced to bid 4C and then responder would cue-bid his singleton (with 4NT showing a stiff club). Continuations would be by partnership agreement but if 4NT is passed, that meaning is self-evident – no interest or fit. Probably bidding five of a suit should be RKC with that suit as trumps as with a fit and responder having slam interest, chances that slam makes would seem pretty good – and it just might be a choice between a small slam or a grand slam.

     Another usage would be that the direct 3NT raise shows very long minor and a weak hand that should play in your minor. Opener would almost always bid 4C and responder would either pass 4C or bid 4D to play. Rarely opener might pass 3NT with fits in both minors, bid 4NT to play 5C or 5D, or raise 4D to 5D.

     The danger of using 3NT as an artificial bid is if you have played 2NT-3NT as a natural bid for years, it would be very easy to forget that 3NT is now artificial! The least dangerous possible usage of the direct raise to 3NT is to have it show three-three in the majors, in case partner has opened 2NT with a 5-card major (if you are not playing Puppet Stayman). Forgetting this might not be fatal. How’s your memory?
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